
Communityb u i l d i n g  o u r 



WYPR is a vital community asset, 
offering, as a free public service, 
high-quality independent local news 
and programming, plus national and 
international NPR programming. 
This is a radio station that educates, 
entertains, and engages listeners 
across Maryland.

WYPR’s mission is to meet the 
informational needs of the public 
because an informed citizenry is 
a responsible one, and a vibrant 
public radio station is critical to 
making a strong community.

WYPR informs, connects, and even 
challenges listeners by broadcasting 
programs of intellectual integrity 
and cultural merit in order to 
provide an unbiased perspective of 
the events of today while enriching 
the minds and spirits of listeners.  

WYPR’s Principles and Values: A Strong Foundation
•	 WYPR will remain fundamentally noncommercial in spirit and 

practice

•	 WYPR will adhere to the highest standards of journalistic and 
artistic excellence

•	 WYPR will deliver educational, informational, cultural, 
and entertainment programming as a public service to the 
broadest possible audiences

•	 WYPR will operate under sound principles of fiscal planning, 
management, and governance

•	 WYPR will foster a positive working environment characterized 
by fairness and equality of opportunity 

w y p r  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  b u i l d i n g  o u r Community

Midday Host Tom Hall and Senator Ben Cardin



Building a Unique Radio Station

How many radio stations can count on listeners to give close to $2 million 
in support each year — for a free service? That’s just one example of how 
committed the community is to WYPR.

And WYPR is indelibly connected to our community – and community 
support is critical to WYPR.

Whether it’s news, music, storytelling, conversation, or a laugh, Marylanders 
find it at WYPR. 

WYPR’s first 15 years have seen rapid growth in listeners, in financial support, 
and in the quality and variety of programming. Technology upgrades now 
provide HD quality sound as well as three 24-hour live streams:  NPR and local 
programs, all classical, and all BBC news. WYPR programs can be streamed 
or downloaded from almost anywhere in the world. WYPR is proud to be 
serving greater Maryland and Baltimore as a major source of independent 
and engaging content.

WYPR airs more local programming -- news, music and public affairs --   
than some public radio stations having budgets that are more than double 
that of WYPR.

“WYPR thrives on producing 

great local programming. 

That is our mission. We want 

to challenge our listeners, we 

want  them to learn from our 

journalists, we want them to 

participate in the dialogue.”

- Tony Brandon, President, WYPRCommunity

Tony Brandon and listeners

Building WYPR’s Future
WYPR believes that by enhancing the lives and expanding the perspectives 
of our audience, our community will grow stronger. Community engagement 
will continue to happen with the highest level of journalism and the best 
discussions of major local issues. 

WYPR serves the community with accurate and unbiased news reporting, and 
cultural and arts programs that lift the minds and spirits of our audience. WYPR 
will continue to be where the voices of the community can be heard. More time 
and funding will be employed every year to tell the stories of our community 
with programs like Out of the Blocks and Future City with Wes Moore.  WYPR 
intends to expand its audience by engaging more people across more media 
platforms including streaming and podcasts. New media technologies also will 
advance and extend WYPR’s role as a community educator.

Building Connections: WYPR’s Community Advisory Board
WYPR’s Community Advisory Board – a diverse and committed group of 
community leaders — advises the station on programming issues, conducts 
interviews with community groups to generate new programming ideas, 
recommends civic leaders to serve as WYPR’s community commentators, and 
makes connections between widespread constituencies. WYPR depends on 
these community connections to build our programming, and in return, to 
build our community.

Wes Moore, host of Future City



Building an Outstanding NPR News Station:  Awards
One of America’s Most Prestigious Honors in Journalism, the duPont-
Columbia University Award, was presented to WYPR in 2014 for the 
program  “The Lines Between Us,” a year-long exploration of inequality in 
Baltimore. On the Record host Sheilah Kast was also named a 2015 Influential 
Marylander by the Daily Record.

WYPR’s series Out of the Blocks was honored with a 2016 regional Edward R. 
Murrow Award for outstanding documentary. Out of the Blocks brings real 
stories of struggle, survival, and celebration in Baltimore City to listeners in 
a format that includes an original musical score for each episode by Baker-
award winning composer Wendel Patrick. Out of the Blocks was also named 
“Best Radio Series” by Baltimore’s City Paper in 2016.

Also in 2016, the Chesapeake Associated Press and the Public Radio News 
Directors, Inc. selected On the Watch, a year-long series by reporter Mary Rose 
Madden on police reform in Baltimore after the death of Freddie Gray, for 
awards of excellence.

WYPR was honored in 2017 by the Chesapeake Associated Press for 
Outstanding Specialty Reporting, Outstanding Feature or Human Interest 
Story, and Outstanding Use of Sound.

WYPR News Director Joel McCord

 Reporter Rachel Baye

“ e i g h t  r a d i o s  i n  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  o n e  i n  t h e  c a r  –  a l l  t u n e d  t o  8 8 . 1 ! ”  - WYPR listener

WYPR Volunteers at the Aquarium

Community
City Reporter Dominique Bonessi



Building Our Local Programs

On the Record with Sheilah Kast finds the most intriguing voices to take you 
behind Maryland headlines, Monday-Friday  9:30 -10:00 a.m. 

Midday with Tom Hall is WYPR’s daily talk program with topics ranging from 
the latest news, to local and national politics, social, medical, and cultural 
trends. Monday-Friday, 12 noon to 1:00 p.m.

Future City with Wes Moore is a monthly program that digs into challenges 
facing Baltimore City and how other cities have resolved the same issues.

Jazz on WYPR is a joy ride with Andy Bienstock at the wheel featuring jazz 
greats and new artists. Monday - Thursday at 9:00 pm

In the Mood features a mix of Big Band music. Hosted by Ken Jackson, Fridays 
at 9:00 pm. 

More local programs produced by WYPR include: Cellar Notes, Choral Arts 
Classics, Sports at Large, ClearPath – Your Road Map to Health and Wellness, 
Foreman and Wolf on Food and Wine, Gil Sandler’s Baltimore Stories, Humanities 
Connection, Radio Kitchen, The Environment in Focus, Public Commentary, The 
First Five Years, The Morning Economic Report, The Nature of Things, What Are 
You Reading?, A Blue View, Your Maryland and The Weekly Reader.

“ a  b a l a n c e d  v o i c e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ”  - WYPR listener

 WYPR Reporter Mary Rose Madden

Community
Economist Anirban Basu

WYPR’s special seminars with 
economist Anirban Basu give a 
snapshot as well as in-depth analysis 
of economic forces and trends 
impacting the nation and the State of 
Maryland. 



Community
Building Through Community Engagement

WYPR has extensive outreach to the community

•	 Two-way talk programs

•	 Interviews with people of diverse interests 

•	 Involvement in major public events

•	 WYPR’s Community Advisory Board 

•	 WYPR’s Friends Group of active volunteers 

•	 Commentaries provided by civic leaders 

•	 Contacts of the Board of Directors

•	 Content from local arts, health, environmental, educational, and science 
institutions in our daily programs

•	 Special events to gather community members together, including a free 
night at the National Aquarium in 2017 for members to celebrate WYPR’s 
15th Anniversary

“Those visionaries who founded 
public radio 50 years ago 
understood the power and 
freedom that derives from being 
non-commercial.  It was also 
abundantly clear that public 
media had to adhere to the 
highest standards of journalistic 
and artistic excellence in order 
to earn the trust and support of 
their members. I am immensely 
proud that WYPR delivers 
every day on its promise of an 
independent public medium 
producing accurate and unbiased 
programs.  It is an essential 

service to our community.”

  - Darcy C. Carroll,  
Chair, WYPR Board of Directors

“ w y p r  e n l a r g e s  m y 
w o r l d ,  e n l i g h t e n s  m e , 

a n d  p r o v i d e s  m u c h 
p l e a s u r e .  i  w o u l d 

h a t e  t o  h a v e  t o  l i v e 
w i t h o u t  i t ”

- WYPR listener

WYPR at the National Aquarium



Community“ i  c o n s i d e r  i t  a 
c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n . ” 

- WYPR listener

Building Community With 
WYPR Local Programs

The story of WYPR is wrapped 

around the stories we tell on the 

air. Local programming includes 

extensive news coverage by 

seasoned journalists, commentaries 

by civic leaders, and special daily 

programs about the environment, 

innovation, development, wellness, 

arts and culture, and the history of 

Maryland. 

Community

Andy Bienstock,
Vice President of Programming

Sheilah Kast, Host of On the Record

WYPR is driven by a mission of dedicated public service and 
connection to our community.
In addition to original local news reporting, WYPR’s news department stands 
alone among Maryland radio stations with in-depth reporting on critical issues:

•	 Deconstructing Vacant Properties in Baltimore
•	 Common Core: A Work in Progress
•	 The Magic Pill: Will Healthcare Reform Fix Mental Healthcare?
•	 Empty Desks: The Effects of Chronic Absenteeism
•	 First Year Teacher
•	 Growing Up Baltimore (Baltimore through the eyes of youth)
•	 Farms Hands: Minor League Baseball in Maryland
•	 WYPR’s Diagnosis: Healthcare Reform’s Impact on Maryland
•	 Maryland Homes at Risk (foreclosure series that spanned two years)
•	 Down The Stretch: Maryland’s Horseracing Future
•	 Fracking Part I: When The Land Man Comes
•	 Fracking Part II: The Effect on Dimock
•	 Starting from Scratch: Refugees Rebuild Lives in Baltimore
•	 Last Rites: Death and Remembrance in Maryland
•	 Starting From Less Than Zero: Liberia Rebuilds
•	 On Pills and Needles: The Opioid Crisis in Maryland
•	 March on Washington: Your Stories   
•	 Baltimore: Bright Future, Sobering Challenge
•	 On the Watch: Fixing the Fractured Relationship Between Baltimore Police and 

Communities
•	 Up With Neighborhoods: The Southwest Baltimore Partnership

Out of the Blocks Co-Producers Aaron Henkin and Wendel Patrick  
and 400 E. Patapsco residents



Free concert at Patterson Park 
sponsored by WYPR

Community
Building our Community by Supporting Non-Profits
WYPR  enjoys a close relationship with Cristo Rey Jesuit High School which 
educates city teens, preparing them for college and life. Not only is Cristo Rey 
and its mission promoted by WYPR, the station also welcomes interns from 
Cristo Rey to WYPR where they learn about and contribute to many areas of 
broadcast operations.

Since 2002, WYPR has supported the free weekly summer concert series in 
Baltimore’s Patterson Park, helping to revitalize an important green space in 
the city and the community that surrounds it. 

WYPR has helped to build a stronger community with over 200 media 
partnerships each year. These partnerships benefit organizations including: the 
Y of Central Maryland, Healthcare for the Homeless, the Alzheimer’s Association, 
The Baltimore Humane Society, Center Stage, Civic Works, The Jewish Museum, 
Kennedy Krieger Institute, Komen Race for the Cure, The Maryland League of 
Women Voters, South Baltimore Learning Center, St. Vincent’s, The Baltimore 
Museum of Art, The Weinberg Center for the Homeless, the Maryland Film 
Festival, and Wide Angle Youth Media. 

As host and media sponsor, WYPR provides free promotion for annual special 
events that improve the health of our community. For example, WYPR supports 
and sponsors Hopkins: A Woman’s Journey. This is the Johns Hopkins Medicine’s 
annual women’s health conference, providing new information about important 
issues affecting women’s health.



WYPR volunteers cleaning Johnson Square Park in Baltimore

“ w e  a r e  a b l e 
t o  h e a r  s i x  n p r 

s t a t i o n s . . .  b u t  w y p r 
i s  t r u l y  s p e c i a l . . . 

y o u r  m u s i c  h a s 
o p e n e d  d o o r s . ”

- WYPR listener

FY 2017 WYPR Total Expenses 
$5,053,059

51.6%
Programming

4.6% Broadcasting

18.2%
Underwriting

14.7%
Development/

Membership

10.8%
General Admin

FY 2017 WYPR Total Revenue
$5,685,761

FY 2017 WYPR Debt Service
$584,311

3.1% Other

14.9%
Major  

Contributions 
& Grants

38.9%
Member 
Support

43.1%
Underwriting

76.9%
Principal

23.1%
Interest

Community“People come from all over the city, and sometimes the state, and we 

couldn’t do it without WYPR.”

         Jennifer Arndt Robinson, Executive Director - Friends of Patterson Park

Cristo Rey intern Aaron Perez and 
Membership Director Carolyn Jewell



Community

WYPR Board of Directors - 2017-2018

Cindy Amitin, M.D. 
Pediatrician

Elizabeth Atwood, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Hood College

Susan J. Baisley 
Associate Vice-President, 
Johns Hopkins University 

Emile Bendit, M.D. 
Psychiatric Private Practice

Cynthia Berman, Esq. 
Principal, Kramon and Graham

Frank D. Boston, III, Esquire 
General Law Practice

Anthony S. Brandon  
Ex Officio, President/CEO, WYPR

Andrew M. Brooks 
Vice-President, T. Rowe Price

Deborah Winston Callard  
Retired fundraising executive

Darcy Christhilf Carroll,  
Board Chair 
Principal, Brown Advisory  
Securities, LLC

Cheo Hurley 
President & CEO, 
Park Heights Renaissance, Inc.

Gary Levine 
Shirlen Limited Partnership

John (Jack) P. Machen  
Special Chief Solicitor, Baltimore City 
Law Department

Lisa Manzone 
Senior Vice President, McCormick & Co.

Matthew B. Martin  
Executive Vice President 
PNC Bank

Dale R. McArdle 
Catholic Charities (Ret.)

Tyson King-Meadows, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor,  
University of Maryland  
Baltimore County

Neil Meyerhoff 
Vice-President, Hendersen-Webb, Inc. 

Bailey Morris-Eck 
Trustee, The American Funds 
Trustee, The Salzburg Global Seminar

John Prugh 
President & CEO, Alex Brown Realty

Ann Quinn 
Principal, Quinn Strategy Group

Sophia Silbergeld 
Director of Membership,    
Greater Baltimore Committee

Laura Speer 
Kids Count National Coordinator, 
Annie E. Casey Foundation

Peter Toran 
Writer and Communications Specialist

Albert H. Williams 
Retired - Former President,  
Williams Construction 

Meadow Lark Washington 
Psychotherapist in Private Practice

Aaron Henkin

Milton Kent

Diane Finlayson Gil Sandler

Nathan Sterner

Bob White

Matt Tacka

Ken Jackson

Lisa Morgan



2216 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21218

Phone  410 | 235 | 1660
Fax  410 | 235 | 1161

Membership  410 | 235 | 1517
Pledge Line  410 | 235 | 1395

Corporate Sponsorship  410 | 235 | 1617

wypr.org


